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November 6, 2009

Project: PUSD/Sierra Mesa
PBWS P/N: 09007.00

Attendees: Fred Wesley, PBWS
Wade Frazier, PBWS
Kirstyn Perry, PBWS
Steve Brinkman, Pasadena Unified School District
Frazer Thompson, Pasadena Unified School District
Gayle Bluemel, Sierra Madre School
Garrett Newsom, Sierra Madre School
Melanie Kobayashi, Special Day Class Teacher, Sierra Madre School
Daniel Martinez, Science Teacher, Sierra Madre School
Cathy Imhoff, Art Teacher, Sierra Madre School

Purpose: The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the needs of specialized classrooms (ie. 
art, science, etc.) and other special purpose rooms (ie. work rooms, teachers’ lounge, etc.) with 
the user groups.

1.1 Special Day Classroom:
A. Adjacent Restroom:

1. Melanie indicated that a changing table which can accommodate
children up to 16 years in age is needed in the restroom 

2. Wade suggested that a clinical sink should be included in the 
restroom; Melanie agreed that it would be helpful

3. Melanie emphasized the need for hot water in the restrooms.
B. Melanie requested some dedicated outdoor space adjacent to the classroom. 

PBWS will design a paved area to the north of the room.
C. Melanie requested some dedicated area for storage of walking devices 

outside of the classroom in a location removed from other students to prevent 
vandalism.  It was agreed that the exterior paved area could serve this 
purpose.

D. Melanie indicated the need for some carpet area within the room for activities 
on the floor.  Other areas should be resilient flooring for easy cleaning.

E. Melanie indicated the need for storage of backpacks and supplies for each 
student in the classroom.

F. Melanie requested a sink in the classroom for use during lessons on life skills 
(ie. cooking).

G. Melanie expressed a desire for a “Sensory Room” adjacent to the classroom.  
The room would serve as a “time out” space with sensory stimuli such as 
lights, water, music, etc.  This is a desire but not a necessity.

H. Melanie expressed a desire for additional space within the room to 
accommodate multiple wheelchairs maneuvering within it.  The room should 
stay in the same location.  PBWS will redesign the room to include the space 
currently used as the storage and restroom as part of the classroom and 
relocate the other two rooms.
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1.2 Science Laboratories:
A. Daniel indicated that each lab room should accommodate 32 students
B. Daniel indicated that each of the three labs would be assigned to a grade 

level
C. It was decided that the 8 th grade lab should be assigned to room F219

1. Daniel requested that this lab have gas valves at each station with a 
main shut off valve at the teacher’s station

2. Daniel requested that this lab have a fume hood
D. Daniel indicated that each work station in all labs should have a sink with hot 

& cold water, electrical receptacle and data receptacle.
E. PBWS will locate eyewash stations in each room, probably at a sink as 

opposed to the fixed shower type.

1.3 Art Rooms:
A. See written information provided by Patrice Yocum.
B. Cathy requested that a space be planned for a future electric kiln.

1. The kiln would require a 3 phase power receptacle
2. The space needs to be outside of the classroom
3. PBWS will provide adequate area and power for the kiln off of the 

exterior paved area adjacent to the classrooms.
C. Cathy requested that the rooms be wrapped with as much counter as possible 

with a tackable surface above the counters.

1.4 Teachers’ Lounge:
A. Wade suggested that there be resilient flooring adjacent to the kitchenette 

portion of the room and carpet in the rest.  Gayle and Garrett agreed.
B. Garrett suggested that the lounge might serve well for community meetings, 

school site council meeting, etc. and requested that it accommodate
projection.  PBWS will incorporate projection capabilities into the design.

1.5 Teachers’ Work Room:
A. Gayle and Garrett requested that a separate Parent Room be created with 

some of the space currently allocated to the Teachers’ Work Room
B. Gayle indicated that there should be as much storage as possible in the Work 

Room.
C. PBWS will locate copiers in the work room.

1.6 Music Rooms:
A. Gayle indicated that the Vocal Classroom needs to accommodate up to 100 

students at a single time.
B. Steve requested that a sink be provided in the Band Room.
C. Gayle indicated that music and instrument storage are required in both rooms.
D. Gayle requested that the rooms accommodate the movement of a piano.  

PBWS will provide double doors in both rooms to accomplish this.
E. Steve indicated that infrastructure for the use of headphones within the rooms 

will be required.

1.7 Miscellaneous:
A. Garrett requested areas for display of trophies and awards.  PBWS will 

provide display cases in the Multipurpose Room Lobby, Library Mezzanine 
and in the gym.
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B. Gayle requested an exterior display case near the entry for posting 
announcements.

C. Steve requested an interim housing plan within 2 weeks for use in determining 
which portables he will store for use on this site.

D. Garrett indicated that only three basketball courts are required to 
accommodate one P.E. class.  It was agreed that one court would be 
eliminated and the area redesigned to allow for larger courts.

1.8 Community Meeting 11/09/09:
A. Steve indicated that the community meeting would just be an update on the 

design, so the presentation should be brief.
B. Steve requested that PBWS mention the LEED certification which will be 

achieved.
C. Steve indicated that the interim housing plan should be presented as it is a 

likely topic of discussion.

If anyone present at the meeting have changes or corrections to the minutes as presented above, 
please notify PBWS in writing, within seven days after receipt of these minutes.  In the absence of 
such notice, these minutes will be considered a true and accurate record of the meeting.

Kirstyn Pery, LEED AP
Intern Architect, PBWS

cc: Those in attendance, TMAD Taylor & Gaines, Integrated Design Group, Epic Engineers






